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Japanese Buddhism is sometimes called “funeral Buddhism” contemptuously.  Buddhism is often criticized in that it serves only the dead and does not useful for the living.  In truth, the main duties of Buddhist monks are to perform funeral services, maintain graves and perform memorial services for the dead in Japan today.  Modern Buddhist leaders in Japan tried to argue against such criticism and insisted that Buddhism in origin was not a religion for the dead but for the living.  In the post-modern situation, however, the philosophy of the dead is becoming necessary instead of the philosophy of the living that has been prevalent in modern ages.  The living human beings cannot live without thinking of the dead.  For example, the war victims in Auschwitz, Hiroshima, Nanjing and other places do not forgive us even today.  In this situation, it is necessary to evaluate Buddhist tradition in Japan that shows us the way how to go with the dead.  In this paper, first, I will introduce the philosophy of Tanabe Hajime (1885-1962) who insisted the existential co-operation with the dead under the influence of Zen Buddhism and next, examine some Mahayana Buddhist sutras from the viewpoint of the relation between the living and the dead.
